











In July I had to be part of an armed escort taking a train load of equipment up to Delhi. On
my return [ was told I had been selected to go home to the UK for mid tour leave. Only 10
RAF personnel were selected for this each month. We sailed from Bombay for Southampton
on the P&O SS Canton on 28" July, arriving in Southampton on 14 August 1946. Sailing up
the Red Sea we had a burial at sea of a girl of an Ensa party who had died on board.

After my month’s leave was up I had to report to Liverpool to sail back to Bombay on the
Cunard White Star Georgic. Whilst docking a propeller was damaged and it was back home
for another two weeks. Then back to Liverpool for the next sailing. This ship had an
outbreak of fever on board, so back home for another week. Finally sailing for Bombay on
the repaired Georgic on 13" Oct arriving in Bombay on 29™ Oct 1946. Some of us who had
done service in India were made MP’s (Military Police). Our duties involved sitting on the
upper deck each day to safeguard the privacy of the Officers families who were travelling on
board.

Aboard the MV Georgic

When I reached Bombay I was told that my previous unit had been disbanded and I had to
await a posting elsewhere. Whilst there I was selected to join a firing party for a military
funeral.

My next posting was to Coconada in Southern India which was a ground radar station on the
Loran Radar Navigational System. I didn’t have a clue how this worked as I had not been
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trained on it. There were only 15 of us on this unit. We were billeted in what had been a
hospital. We had our own swimming pool, a cinema and a fan over every bed with toilets
just down the corridor! We paid our one and only cook a rupee (1/- 6d) a week each and he
bought extra supplies — the food was very good. There were two Canadian Missionaries in the
village and we used to get asked there for lunch.

Billet in Coconada

There were only three of us Radar Mechanics on the unit and we were on air 24 hours a day.
Night watch was from 6pm until 8am. We were able to go off to sleep some of this time as
the Radar Operators would wake us if anything was wrong.

' Loran Timer, Coconada

This lasted for around four months and I was them posted to North West India in Karachi. It
was very hot and dry and we were based in Nissan huts. All the flights from the UK called
here. There was plenty to do, there were three cinemas on the camp. Whilst there I worked
on Aries 1 which was a modified Lancaster and Aries 2 which was a Lincoln. They were
short of Wireless Fitters as people were getting demobbed, so I was asked to transfer to the
VHF Radio Servicing. I had a week with someone going home to learn the equipment and
then I was on my own. On checking the equipment we had to contact the control tower to
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check it was working okay. It was quite interesting as aircrew flying in would often pick up
saying they were picking you up so many miles out.

Whilst waiting for a ship home in Bombay we were free during the day and would often visit
Breach Candy a large swimming pool. Both an outdoor and indoor pool was available and
food could also be purchased in the snack bar.

e Breach Candy Pool

Snake Charmer, Bombay

On our last day before sailing home most of the lads celebrated in the local bars. Six of us
decided we would go a local restaurant and use the last of our rupees for a good meal. The
next morning we were fine and had a laugh at the state of some of the others.

Next posting was back home. First Bombay to Southampton on another P&O Ship the
Mooltan. A real comedown as we were in hammocks. The other ships had bunks. We left
Bombay 23 June and arrived in Southampton 1" July 1947.
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SS Mooltan

After returning from leave I was posted to RAF Fairford. Again billeted in Nissan huts.
Back to work on the Halibags (Halifaxes). Here we were towing gliders (Hamilcar and
Horsa) which were flown by army pilots.

I managed to get home every weekend (Aberdare, South Wales). Catching a coach to
Swindon and the train home on a Friday evening, back to camp on a Sunday evening leaving
home at 9pm and arriving in camp at about 3am.

RAF Fairford
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It was a very cold winter and quite a lots of snow. It was the only time in the RAF when we
had a ‘rum ration’. The Nissan huts just had a pot bellied stove in the centre for heating. I
visited the MO complained of lack of sleep due to the cold following the heat of India. I was
given a chit to get extra blankets supplied from the stores.

Food was still rationed and were able to purchase Genoa Fruit Cakes from the Naafi van on a
Friday. Most of us did this to take home on our weekend leave.

I was on Group 60 for demob. Some in the same group had been released almost a year
earlier. Because our training was 9 months people called up for National Service only did 2
years as it was no worth the cost of training them. They were given a months training on
using the equipment to check if working correctly and would call us if it was not.

Before my release I was offered my promotion to Sergeant. On declining I was offered to go
on an Officers Training Course. Having been away for almost four years I declined.

Demobbed from RAF Burton Wood (Lancs) on 9™ Feb 1948.
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