b

' 244 SQUADRON &
KINDRED SPIRITS
ASSOCIATION

Ne}_f;_letter No. 8

Present ai the 1993 Reundion

A. Abtder {riggern} - R. Aindow (A. E. Op.) - L. Baity (Axmouxer - R.
R. Bofton (M/T+crane} - K. Bovingdon [(F/Arm) - T. Booth (FZE) - J.
J. Bradley {(Wop) - A. Brook {FZE) - H. Dawason [pifoil}l - T. Demeit |(cfenk)
L. Duley (W/mech} - IJ. Edwards {(Painter) - J. Earnshaw [(Wop/AG) -
J. Faufknex (M/T mech) - W. Goddard [Stn W/officen] - R. Godden (FZ?E)

N. Goudd (F/Axm) - C.H. Grant [pifot) - J. Green {larm] G.Hammond (pifot)
A. Hantley (FZA) - J. Heafop (Wop/Ag) - G. Hughes - J. H{€E |M/T dadvex)
K. Igglesden \(Wop/Ag)l - L. Jackson (FZA) - D. James |Wop/Ag) - E.
E. Kexnigan (Axm/officex) - G. Leach |pifot) - E. Leicesater (Metaf wkx]
J. Lightfoot |G.D}) - P. lyons (pifot) - J. McCormack (Nav) - R. McPDonatd
(M/T drivenr) - L. Maxtin (FZE} - R. Noxcotf |carpentex) - G. Newman
{pifot) - E. Pattenden {(Nav) - W. Quick (FZE) - L. Robexts | Clerk) -
W. Savage |Wop/Ag) - A. Shaxing (W/op) - F. Sheppard | FZA) -
J. Showetf (Wop/Ag) - J. Swann [FZA) - A. Summenrbetf (FZA) - D. Tempfe
{FZE} - P. Watson |Wop/Ag) - J. Wiflliams [FZE]) - #H. Woodward (pofice] -

W. Westwood [FZE) -.

What Happened! (by Jim]

Friday 1s% Octobex 1430 has Don and Jim arrived ai the Scardisbrick and
commenced sefting up oun exhibits 4in the Isherwood Suile. We wexre
assisted by Afec Afdexr |Weston-S-Maze); Jim Bradfey (N. Ixreland), and
Frank Sheppard |(Waffington]l, who had all axrived on Thursday. Oux
nostafgia- boards now cover 90 sq. feet of photos and memorabifia, and
show scenes land documents) from afl those airnfiefds from which 244
gfew. In addition, oun squadron cresi decorated the walfa of the Suife
lcountesy of Alec Alfdenr!}.

From 1730 hrs. onwards, our membexrs land guesis) were arriving, and wene
met with a glass {orn two) of welfcoming shernry. Shornt speeches wexre made
by Dorn and Jim incfuding a special wefcome fo Phaf Watson from Ausfrafia.
It wasn't fong before the hub-bub o4 conversation overtook ouxr Radio

Bagdad music.. Obviouafy Lhe same griendfy aitmosphere aa an '91 was
cecunning. Groups 0f mémieas coutd be seen Ffaunched inlo reminiscences

of nigh 50 yeans ago.



AT 1930 hna. the fLocaf press photographer aznived for a group picture.
This was foflowed by a buffet 0§ the usual Scarisbrick high standaxd. .
During the evening an adircraft recognition contest was hefd. In the
Finaf, 1T was glad to see Norman Goufd |Fit/Armouner) of Hayes, put two
pifots and an axrmourer to fEight! Noaman won a bofife of Sceich! Also,
the Masinah Treasuxe Hunt ended with Biff Westwood (Tooting) #eceiving a
Squadron plaque. Many prizes were won in the Raffle (Finst out of the
hat was Jim, forn a botilfe of Gin, crnies of fix!!).

As we had hoped, our exhibifs provided much .interest amongsf members,
and hefped Thein recafl of those days fong ago. Tafk and chat went on
atl evening, which ended on a quiet note, when videos were screened.
(Sharijah Fort and history of the Bfenheim).

Satunday Znd Octobex. The Bi-ennial Genexalf Meeting was held at 1045
hns. (See Repont).

1800 hna. Aften inifiaf get-tfogether, §4 members land guests) sat down
Lo a dinner which matched [(some say sunpassed)thal of our previous '°¢
dunction. The Scarisbrick did us proud. The room had been decorated 4in
Airn Force bfue (with baffoons etc.), and the service was swift. Wine
flowed freely - courtesy of oun Association! Background organ music was
Laid on.

Affen the meaf came Zthe Toasts. The Loyal Toast was given by Don,
foftowed by 'Abseni Friends', given by Jim, who afso xemembered thoae
who did not come home.

The "Sing-Song" now commenced. As {5 becoming traditional, we (Gexry
Leach (Maidatone), Petexr lLyons (Stourbridge} and self) Ped of4 with
'Sweef Somexrsetrhine', foffowed by our own anthem, 'Shaibah Bfues'. 1
coutd see mosl fads joining in the chorus. Things were sfightfy marned
by a 'duff' microphone, but we did oun best! Eddy Leicester {Stoke) gave
us 'My Little Gyppo Bint'. Transfations were asked for my rendition of
'Blaydon Races' {(aff five vernsesl. Simifar nequests were made after Bob
Bolfon (Stakeford} gave us some Tyneside venses. Len Robents (Yatradrhondda)
weni 4«nto a Wefsh cabaret act. Bob Aindow (Southport] oblfiged with a
song. Interspersed with afl this, oun singing duo Geary and Peten keyx
the singing going. At dintervals duxring fhese chorals, the §ffoox was
cfearned for dancing, and many couples took the §Loon. ALE this went on
unf<f neaxty midnight, when, after *Now 4is the houn', the Reunion ended
with 'Aufd lLang Syne’.

These meetings show ofd friendships nenewed, and new friendships fornged.
Which gives PDon and T great salisfaction.
See you «n Octobern 19951,

Bienniaf Generaf Meeting

The following decisions were made |proposed and seconded in aff cases).

1. Eleclion of Officers. Joint Chaixrmen - Jim Hestop and Don James.
Committee:- Beni Hanrtley (Bolton) and John Edwards (Cumbrial -
Jim McKnighi having nesigned.
Hon Secnefany - Jim Heafop; Hon Treasurex:- Pon James

2. Annual Subscriplion wilf remain at £5. The Subscrniption year wil?
run from 1588 January Lo 3151 Decemben.



3. Newsfettens will now appear three times pexr year (commencing 1994).
4. Membernship Carnds will be issued on payment of subscription.
5. Lapef Badges. This matten stifL in tradin.
6. Nexi Reunion. 11 was agreed that we shoufd hold ourn next 'do' here
in Southport, Octobexr, 1995.
Both Secretany and Treasurexr gave brief reporis.
There being no other business, the meeting ended by Bif€f WilLiams
proposing a vote of thanks to Don and Jim. This was seconded by acclamation.

Treasuren's Repoxx. Finsi of afl, thank you all  f{or attending 2he
Reundion. 1 hope you aff had an excefteni weekend. For those who did not
make the inip, you wiff see above, that the subscripiion yean now runs
§rom January 141 land noil 1s% Octobex). So aff you paid-up membexns have
an extra thnee months this yearn. As you can see, the Sub stays at £5.
Already 55 membens have paid forn '94. Thanks a Lot - this all helps!.

You will see {§rom bafance sheet, we had a smafl profit of £38.66. Many
thanks to aff who made a donation, and afso stamps and SAE's. Just one
smaflf point however, seven of the RAF ensigns wexre taken off the tables
(presumably as souvenins). These cost our Association money. 1§ <Zhe
membens who took them coufd forward £3 each (anonymously if you Like), 1
would be most grateful. Af€so, Jim colfected £5 from each member who
ordered a group photo (they are on theirn way fo you). The actual cost
was £5.50. In the fuflness of time, send Jim on 1 a few 2nd class stamps
to make up.





